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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 3512 13.3 5.8 30 44.3 99.5
2 2974 29.6 13.1 60 49.4 84.3
3 124 27 13.3 60 45 3.5
4 382 27.4 14.1 60 45.7 10.8
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Compulsory

1. Look at the item below and answer the following questions.

 Findings from a longitudinal study of 40,000 UK households called Understanding Society 
were first published in 2012. The study began in 2009 and will continue over a number of 
years. Over 100,000 people are being studied to look at how a changing society is affecting the 
choices that people make about their lives.

 A variety of methods is being used for data collection on health and well being. It has become 
apparent that the way in which information is gathered can affect the results produced.

 Adapted from Understanding Society 2012

 (a) Using material from the item and elsewhere, fully explain the meaning of the term 
longitudinal study. [10]

 (b) With reference to the item and sociological studies, explain why many researchers use 
more than one method. [20]
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Sticky Note
This is a basic response which has not been developed fully. More context is needed.

Sticky Note
The point about cost is a fair one, but the point about researchers is not true of all longitudinal studies

Sticky Note
Begins to lose focus on issue of time scale and now talks about sampling

Sticky Note
Very little added in terms of content

Sticky Note
Repeats idea but refers to item

Sticky Note
Defines term 



Sticky Note
Key language is being used but not contextualised to the question

Sticky Note
This is not answering the question despite having identified that the point of using different methods is to balance and check different forms of data collection

Sticky Note
Laboratory experiments are not usually sociological, but psychological

Sticky Note
This now misses the point that the same researcher may use more than one method in the same piece of research.

Sticky Note
Triangulation identified but not named



Sticky Note
The principle of using one method to check another is understood, but not clearly explained or directly applied to the question. 

Sticky Note
The examples have been credited but show no specialist knowledge of sociology. Bandura was a psychologist.

Sticky Note
Key terms should be spelled correctly

Sticky Note
limited context here. Had this material been applied to the issue of multiple methods, then it could have scored far higher.









Sticky Note
With a very few changes and some precise references to sociology, this could well have been a far higher scoring answer.

Sticky Note
It's the reliability of the study and its representativeness that may be affected more than the validity. 

Sticky Note
Sample attrition referred to but not named

Sticky Note
Psychological example. There are plenty of Sociology examples, for example, the British Crime Survey or Barker's study of the Moonies.

Sticky Note
Item referred to and used

Sticky Note
Purpose of longitudinal study clarified

Sticky Note
Definition offered



Sticky Note
Still not addressing the question

Sticky Note
Moves well away from the point of the questions

Sticky Note
Starts well, though not in depth



Sticky Note
This is a very precise conclusion and is the main point of the answer. Had this issue been raised more carefully through the whole answer, it would have gained far more marks.

Sticky Note
Journalistic study and not sociological. It really is not the best example to use and is not an example of methodological plurality.

Sticky Note
Again the focus is lost, despite there being depth of understanding of some key issues.

Sticky Note
This is much more to the point and should have occurred much sooner in the answer.









Sticky Note
There is no reference to other examples of studies. the reference to the item discusses the sample size and not longitudinal research or the concept of time.

Sticky Note
These are fair criticisms of the study.

Sticky Note
Terms are used but not in a way that shows that they are understood and applied to the question.

Sticky Note
An example such as the Census would have improved this but it is fair.

Sticky Note
Term identified and explained accurately and a good point made about sample size.



Sticky Note
This is good, but again, there are so many examples that could develop the issues the Venkatesh study, Gang Leader for a Day would make this point perfectly.

Sticky Note
Again, good but sadly underdeveloped with regard to examples and reference to the question. Why can research be criticised if it is not reliable?

Sticky Note
Good, so why is this an important point with regard to the question? Where is the example or reference to Sociology?

Sticky Note
This could have been so much more precise. It's correct but lacks depth as a result.



Sticky Note
The technical language of multiple methods such as triangulation or methodological plurality would have been so useful to take this to the next mark band. Very few changes were needed to make this a very much more focused answer.

Sticky Note
Again, this is a really good point and excellent as an issue. However, an example would have developed this so much more effectively.







Sticky Note
This is a bit unbalanced because it talks about qualitative longitudinal research and not quantitative as in the item. It is not entirely focused.

Sticky Note
This is an advantage

Sticky Note
 A direct definition



Sticky Note
More depth of understanding is required. Only one point is made here and the focus is not entirely on the question.

Sticky Note
Repeats rather than develops

Sticky Note
Is this about Humphries or methodological plurality? 

Sticky Note
Good example linked to key point made in the introduction

Sticky Note
This is clear and directly to the point.



(1352-01)

3

Education

2. (a) Outline and explain what is meant by the hidden curriculum in education. [20]

(b) Outline and assess the view that education in the UK is meritocratic. [40]
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Sticky Note
This is not the Sugarman study but a vague reference to the Rosenthal and Jacobson study. That is a study which should be used carefully as it is an unethical study of labelling processes. It's not adding much to a debate on the hidden curriculum. In addition, this is not an entirely accurate description of events.

Sticky Note
Racism is very relevant to the hidden curriculum, but this is under-developed.

Sticky Note
Inaccurate and imprecise. 

Sticky Note
This is not linked to the question though it has some relevance. 

Sticky Note
Hints at hidden curriculum, but does not define it or explain it. This therefore is implicit at best.



Sticky Note
A relevant point, but not linked to the evidence that preceded it.

Sticky Note
Very inaccurate description of the Rosenthal and Jacobson study and not the conclusion that was drawn from it

Sticky Note
Again, good AO1 but no AO2.

Sticky Note
under-developed

Sticky Note
This is a useful point but not linked to the question

Sticky Note
Meritocracy is not explained here.



Sticky Note
The term meritocracy is barely used in this essay and there is no reference in the conclusion. Despite there being some relevant AO1 and some relevant AO2, the points are not linked fully. It is not clear that the candidate understands the key issues. There is little reference to British studies and schools, and that was also a requirement of the command question.

Sticky Note
Again, more labelling theory but not attached to the question, or developed.















Sticky Note
This is very unclear. The poor expression means that the AO1 cannot be credited. It is not obvious whether the candidate understands and cannot explain, or simply does not understand. The marker can only credit what he/she actually sees and so no marks can be awarded.

Sticky Note
This is not clear. The hidden curriculum is a Marxist idea because it suggests the transmission of values oppresses the working class. Functionalists say values are transmitted, but this is not a problem. The key point is not at all clear.

Sticky Note
This is well understood though not entirely clearly explained. Perhaps an example, or some reference to the process might have helped.

Sticky Note
This is a bit dubious. The theory of the hidden curriculum is more about the transmission of dominant values and ideology than a comment on meritocracy. 

Sticky Note
Not well expressed but understood.



Sticky Note
This is functionalist theory but it is not related to meritocracy so it gets Ao1 credit but not AO2.

Sticky Note
A good clear definition. 



Sticky Note
Thus, how does this apply to the education system in Britain?

Sticky Note
This is exactly the point and absolutely clear.

Sticky Note
This is unclear and not at all well explained. There is much that is relevant. With a little care in terms of expression, it would have been very much easier for the marker to recognise whether the candidate understands or not.

Sticky Note
The final sentence is very unclear. A comment relating to the British education system might have had more value.

Sticky Note
This is much better and more to the point.



Sticky Note
The final part of this paragraph is very useful but the points about the British education system are not developed fully.

Sticky Note
Dated study, not entirely linked to the question. Willis claims working classes choose failure as a deliberate strategy. He was also writing in the 1970s about a system that is not found in much of Britain. A more direct link to the issue of meritocracy would have helped here.

Sticky Note
The link to the question of Britain needs to be explicit here.



Sticky Note
This is much more to the point, but the Hargreaves (1967) study is very dated and the American studies require linking to education in Britain in some way.

Sticky Note
This is implicit at best. The R and J study was on Mexicans in California in the 1960s. How does it relate to contemporary education in Britain? It requires some clear statement of the link.

Sticky Note
A little development with regard to the issue of meritocracy in Britain would have helped.

Sticky Note
Not well developed.



Sticky Note
The evidence provided is actually a strong argument against meritocracy. The conclusion is weak therefore and although this is good because it is systematic and there is a lot of evidence used, it cannot have full marks because it does not link to the question carefully enough.
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Mass Media

4. (a) Outline and explain the concept of news values. [20]

(b) Outline and assess the view that media representation of social groups is based on
stereotypes. [40]

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.













Sticky Note
This is valid, but not developed in a sociological style.

Sticky Note
The question is not about ethics and the opinions on the Sun newspaper are assertive and not factually based. Reference to the Leveson Enquiry would have been helpful.

Sticky Note
The process of writing and editing are confused. A story may be written and not printed so the role of journalists in defining news values is not fully clarified

Sticky Note
The term is not explained or defined. An opinion is passed but nothing is added to show understanding of the term.



Sticky Note
A fair sociological point is made here, but without development or explanation. 

Sticky Note
Not accurate.

Sticky Note
Additional detail but it is not developed with regard to the question



Sticky Note
This is interesting and developed but is not addressing the issue of stereotypes.

Sticky Note
This requires development, perhaps with reference to a specific case such as the Bluewater shopping centre in Kent.

Sticky Note
The term stereotype is explained and understood but not developed in a sociological manner.



Sticky Note
This discussion should have been linked to moral panics and the hoodie debate and marks a return to a previous idea.

Sticky Note
Again, this requires development. Many disability groups have rejected the Paralympics as implying that if some people can do amazing things despite disabilities, then all should be able to manage.

Sticky Note
This is an interesting point and could have been developed into good sociological analysis and evaluation by considering social change and stereotypes of women or target markets and stereotyping of women.

Sticky Note
This is not developed but is a fair and relevant point.



Sticky Note
This is a more up-to-date media issue and can be credited, but again it lacks depth and development or specific sociological knowledge.

Sticky Note
Again, this is a repetition of a previous point and lacks specific detail.

Sticky Note
This is basically descriptive and the Hippie moral panic is a very elderly one now. The essay is referencing the 1960s













Sticky Note
A little general and an assumption is made. Perhaps a reference to Celebrity culture might have been more useful to make this sociology rather than common sense?

Sticky Note
This is sociological and the point is clear. A more recent moral panic might have helped.

Sticky Note
Galtung and Ruge should probably have been referenced

Sticky Note
This is not entirely clear but generally so.



Sticky Note
Good example.

Sticky Note
Assertion. Not everyone agrees this at all.

Sticky Note
Key terms are used and examples are explicit, but this requires more depth and precision for the higher mark bands

Sticky Note
Mentioning Murdoch in this context without reference to the Leveson Enquiry is an oversight.



Sticky Note
Balance has been introduced with the idea that people and even the media challenge stereotypes.

Sticky Note
Many candidates failed to recognise that ethnicity is an issue and this discussion here is up-to-date so it has been rewarded well.

Sticky Note
Again, this requires some development but gender is certainly a key issue.

Sticky Note
Limited use of evidence or examples.



Sticky Note
Oppositional theory is used to evaluate

Sticky Note
Theory is applied well

Sticky Note
Representation of age is clear and well expressed though perhaps examples would have helped.

Sticky Note
Again, class is raised as an issue and the examples are up to date.



Sticky Note
With a few more examples and studies and a little more depth with regard to gender, this would certainly have made the top mark band.
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SY2 
 
Q.1 Look at the item below and answer the following questions. 


 
 Findings from a longitudinal study of 40,000 UK household called Understanding 


Society were first published in 2012. The study began in 2009 and will continue over 
a number of years. Over 100,000 people are being studied to look at how a changing 
society is affecting the choice that people make about their lives. 


 
 A variety of methods is being used for data collection on health and well being. It has 


become apparent that the way in which information is gathered can affect the results 
produced. 


 
 Adapted from Understanding Society 2012 
 
 (a) Using material from the item and elsewhere, fully explain the meaning of 


the term longitudinal study.  [10] 
 


Answers should be fully rewarded for accuracy and succinct coverage of any 
relevant points. There should be contextualisation of the term with reference 
to studies.  
 
Candidates may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 


 A clear attempt to define the term and to offer examples (perhaps drawn 
from television studies such as Seven Up) 


 Snapshot in time vs change and development  


 Drop-out rates  


 Shorter term longitudinal studies vs longer term studies  


 Census  


 Qualitative studies that follow people over time  


 Quantitative studies such as Census which track populations to discover 
patterns and trends 


 Issues of reliability and validity  


 And any other relevant points  
 


Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy if 
sociological evidence and analysis is present. 
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Marks AO1 


5 - 6 


At least two strengths are identified and fully explained with 
reference to relevant examples. 
 
Accurate sociological terminology will be used in such a way as 
to display explicit and detailed knowledge and understanding. 
 
Reference will be made to the item and to other relevant studies. 
 
Knowledge may be illustrated with reference to the item. 
 
The quality of written communication will be good. 


3 - 4 


Two strengths are identified and explained with some knowledge 
and understanding evident. 
 
Some sociological language may be present. 
 
There will be reference to the item or additional sociological 
knowledge. 
 
There may be some errors of punctuation, spelling and grammar. 


1 - 2 


There is basic evidence of sociological knowledge and 
understanding. 
 
Answers will be common sense in approach. 


0 No relevant knowledge or understanding is present. 


 


Marks AO2 


3 - 4 


Appropriate examples and explanations of the two strengths 
identified will be apparent. 
 
Analysis (explanations) will be explicit. 


1 - 2 


Some appropriate examples and explanations of the strengths 
identified will be apparent but this may be unbalanced. 
 
Analysis will be implicit. 
 


0 No analysis present. 
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Q.1 (b) With reference to the item and sociological studies, explain why many 
researchers use more than one method. [20] 


 
Answers should be fully rewarded for accuracy and succinct coverage of any 
relevant points. Note that appropriate development and use of exemplary 
material can be taken as evidence of analysis. 
 
There should be contextualisation of the term with reference to studies and to 
the item as specified in the question.  
 
Candidates may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 


 Defining the term briefly, perhaps with an example 


 Positivism and interpretivism  


 Different views of same phenomena  


 Personal and private spheres  


 Theoretical view that plural methods offer checks and balances between 
the strengths and weaknesses of each approach 


 Attempting to provide validity and reliability  


 Triangulation of research methods 


 Qualitative vs quantitative  
 


All relevant examples and explanations will be credited. Direct reference to 
relevant studies is necessary for answers to gain access to the top mark 
band.  
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy if 
sociological evidence and analysis is present. 
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AO1 AO2 


10 - 12 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, appropriate 
and detailed reference to a range of writers, research 
and theory. 
There will be a very good level of knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed and wide 
ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to evidence drawn 
from more than one area of sociology where 
appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate sociological 
language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications, showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very good, with 
few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or grammar. 


7 - 8 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to the 
question under consideration and this link will be 
detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory will be 
explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a clear and 
logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and explicit 
throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 
 


6 - 9 
Candidates will be able to make some accurate, 
appropriate reference to writers, research or theory. 
There will be some knowledge and understanding and 
this will be detailed or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than one area 
of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the specifications, 
showing some knowledge and understanding of its 
meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the most 
part good though there may be some errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 


5 - 6 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the question 
under consideration but the link is likely to be more 
implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will have 
some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and is 
unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 
  


4 - 5 
Candidates will be able to make limited reference to 
writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding but 
this will lack detail and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make limited references to other areas 
of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be limited 
with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and 
grammar. 


3 - 4 
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have limited clarity or logical argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and very 
limited. 
 
 


1 - 3 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references with few 
if any references to writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor with 
numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


1 - 2 
Candidates will make no links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be no explanation of any writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be no evaluation. 
 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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Education 
 


Q.2 (a) Outline and explain what is meant by the hidden curriculum in 
education. [20] 


 
The focus of the answer should be on various interpretations of how the 
hidden curriculum operates and what it is. Answers should be fully rewarded 
for accuracy and succinct coverage of any relevant points. Credit should be 
given to an understanding of social control and social processes within 
schools that may affect the attainment levels of different social groups.  
 
Candidates will be credited with: 


 A clear attempt to define the term ‘hidden curriculum’ 


 Reference to feminism and Marxism  


 Social control  


 Recent political, social or public debate with regard to the role of 
education  


 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing  


 Applied use of examples  
 
All relevant examples and explanations will be credited  
 


Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy if 
sociological evidence and analysis is present. 
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AO1 (12) AO2 (8) 


10 - 12 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, appropriate 
and detailed reference to a range of writers, research 
and theory. 
There will be a very good level of knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed and wide 
ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more than one area 
of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate sociological 
language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications, showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very good, with 
few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or grammar. 


7 - 8 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to the 
question under consideration and this link will be 
detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory will be 
explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a clear and 
logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and explicit 
throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 
 


6 - 9 
Candidates will be able to make some accurate, 
appropriate reference to writers, research or theory. 
There will be some knowledge and understanding and 
this will be detailed or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than one area 
of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the specifications, 
showing some knowledge and understanding of its 
meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the most 
part good though there may be some errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 


5 - 6 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the question 
under consideration but the link is likely to be more 
implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will have 
some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and is 
unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 


4 - 5 
Candidates will be able to make limited reference to 
writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding but 
this will lack detail and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make limited references to other areas 
of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be limited with 
frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and grammar. 


3 - 4 
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have limited clarity or logical argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and very 
limited. 
 
 


1 - 3 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references with few 
if any references to writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor with 
numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


1 - 2 
Candidates will make no links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be no explanation of any writers, research 
or theory. 
There will be no evaluation. 
 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 


 







© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


21 


Q.2 (b) Outline and assess the view that education in the UK is meritocratic. [40] 
 


The focus of the answer should be on the nature and meaning of 
meritocracy and whether this holds true of modern Britain. There should 
be recognition that the position stated is one proposed by functionalists and 
adopted by governments. The view should also be challenged sociologically. 
Candidates should be aware of patterns of social inequality even if they 
choose to conclude that Britain is a meritocracy. Answers should be fully 
rewarded for accuracy and succinct coverage of any relevant points.  
 
Candidates may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 


 An explanation of meritocracy and of functional views of education as a 
ladder of opportunity 


 Attainment patterns for genders, class and ethnicity. There may be 
understanding of how these patterns have changed and of continuing 
inequality  


 Theoretical positions explaining differences in attainment  


 Critical awareness of other explanations of differential achievement such 
as Marxism  


 Awareness of other influences on attainment (e.g. class, ethnicity etc) 


 Reference to recent political, social or public debate with reference to 
educational inequality – perhaps the development of free schools or 
reference to elite groups in government  


 Reference to relevant studies of sociological writing  


 Applied use of examples 
 
All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 


 
 


Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy if 
sociological evidence and analysis is present. 
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AO1 (20) AO2 (20) 


17 - 20 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, appropriate 
and detailed reference to a range of writers, research 
and theory. 
There will be a very good level of knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed and wide 
ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more than one area 
of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate sociological 
language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications, showing knowledge 
and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very good, 
with few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or 
grammar. 


17 - 20 
 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to the 
question under consideration and this link will be detailed 
and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory will be 
explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a clear and 
logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and explicit 
throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the question. 
 


11 - 16 
Candidates will be able to make some accurate, 
appropriate reference to writers, research or theory. 
There will be some knowledge and understanding 
and this will be detailed or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications, showing some knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the most 
part good though there may be some errors of 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


11 - 16 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the question 
under consideration but the link is likely to be more implicit 
than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will have some 
explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and is unlikely 
to be present throughout the answer. 
  


6 - 10 
Candidates will be able to make limited reference to 
writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding but 
this will lack detail and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make limited references to other 
areas of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate use of 
the sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be limited 
with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and 
grammar. 


6 - 10 
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, research or 
theory referred to. 
Answers will have limited clarity or logical argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and very limited. 
 
 


1 - 5 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references with 
few if any references to writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor with 
numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar.  


1 - 5 
Candidates will make no links between their knowledge 
and the question. 
There will be no explanation of any writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be no evaluation. 
 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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Mass Media 
 
Q.4 (a) Outline and explain the concept of news values.  [20] 
 


The focus of the answer should be on listing items which make events 
newsworthy, with reference to writers and studies or recent news stories if 
possible. Answers should be fully rewarded for accuracy and succinct 
coverage of any relevant points. Credit should be given to an understanding 
of the role of the media professionals, the needs of visual media, the need for 
profit.  
 
Candidates will be credited with: 


 Recent cases 


 Mention of different media forms 


 Reference to the role of media professionals  


 Response to audience debates  


 Celebrity culture 


 Agenda setting  


 Gatekeeping  


 Ownership and proprietorship  


 Different measures of newsworthiness  


 Silly season stories  


 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing  


 Applied use of examples  
 
All relevant examples and explanations will be credited  
 


Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy if 
sociological evidence and analysis is present. 
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AO1 (12) AO2 (8) 


10 - 12 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, appropriate 
and detailed reference to a range of writers, research 
and theory. 
There will be a very good level of knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed and wide 
ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more than one area 
of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate sociological 
language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications, showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very good, with 
few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or grammar. 


7 - 8 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to the 
question under consideration and this link will be 
detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory will be 
explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a clear and 
logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and explicit 
throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the question. 
 


6 - 9 
Candidates will be able to make some accurate, 
appropriate reference to writers, research or theory. 
There will be some knowledge and understanding and 
this will be detailed or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than one area 
of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the specifications, 
showing some knowledge and understanding of its 
meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the most 
part good though there may be some errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 


5 - 6 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the question 
under consideration but the link is likely to be more 
implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will have 
some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and is 
unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 


4 - 5 
Candidates will be able to make limited reference to 
writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding but 
this will lack detail and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make limited references to other areas 
of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be limited with 
frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and grammar. 


3 - 4 
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have limited clarity or logical argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and very 
limited. 
 
 


1 - 3 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references with few 
if any references to writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor with 
numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


1 – 2 
Candidates will make no links between their knowledge 
and the question. 
There will be no explanation of any writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be no evaluation. 
 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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Q.4 (b) Outline and assess the view that media representation of social groups 
is based on stereotypes.  [40] 


 
The focus of this answer should be on the nature of ownership in the media 
with reference to established and emerging technologies. There should be 
some understanding of the political debates associated with media control 
and the ability to run a democracy.  
 
Candidates should utilise contemporary studies to support line of debate. 


 Hypodermic syringe models of media use  


 Alternative theories 


 Cultural responses  


 Hegemony  


 Ideology  


 Agenda setting  


 Ownership and corporations 


 Globalisation of consumption  


 Targeted audiences  


 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing  


 Applied use of examples  
 
All relevant examples and explanations will be credited  
 


Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy if 
sociological evidence and analysis is present. 
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AO1 (20) AO2 (20) 


17 - 20 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, appropriate 
and detailed reference to a range of writers, research 
and theory. 
There will be a very good level of knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed and wide ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more than one area of 
sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate sociological 
language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology indicated 
in the specifications, showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very good, with 
few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or grammar. 


17 - 20 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to the 
question under consideration and this link will be 
detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory will be 
explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a clear and 
logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and explicit 
throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the question. 
 


11 - 16 
Candidates will be able to make some accurate, 
appropriate reference to writers, research or theory. 
There will be some knowledge and understanding and 
this will be detailed or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than one area 
of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate sociological 
language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the specifications, 
showing some knowledge and understanding of its 
meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the most part 
good though there may be some errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 


11 - 16 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the question 
under consideration but the link is likely to be more 
implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will have 
some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and is 
unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 
 


6 - 10 
Candidates will be able to make limited reference to 
writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding but 
this will lack detail and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make limited references to other areas of 
sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be limited with 
frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and grammar. 


6 - 10 
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have limited clarity or logical argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and very 
limited. 
 


1 - 5 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references with few if 
any references to writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor with 
numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar.  


1 - 5 
Candidates will make no links between their knowledge 
and the question. 
There will be no explanation of any writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be no evaluation. 
 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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